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[Newsletter No. 13] 21 April 2026
Wu Jieh Yee Education Centre of Plant Science Activity Series—14th Shiu-Ying Hu Day

From Vision to Impact: Conserving Hong Kong’s Rare Plants

The annual Shiu-Ying Hu Day will be held on 23 May 2026, with the main theme focusing on rare and precious
plants in Hong Kong. The event will feature a diverse range of programmes and activities. In addition to the
prize-giving ceremony for the Botanical Art Competition 2026, there will be a special talk entitled “The
Science and Appreciation of Hong Kong Azalea and Hong Kong Asarum”, as well as a sharing session on
“The New Milestone in the Ex-situ Conservation and School-based Education Programme of Incense Trees.”
In the talk “The Science and Appreciation of Hong Kong Azalea and Hong Kong Asarum,” Dr David Lau,
Curator of the Shiu-Ying Hu Herbarium, will share the latest findings on the identification features of both
species, as well as the educational tools developed from the research project “Flora Conservation and
Appreciation on Lantau Island: Hong Kong Azalea and Hong Kong Asarum.” It is expected that this talk will
foster a better understanding of these plants and raise conservation awareness among industry professionals

and the general public.

An International Open Division has been newly added to the Botanical Art Competition this year to enhance
synergy and academic exchange between botany and art across different countries, particularly in the areas of
scientific illustration and artistic interpretation of botany. This year, we have received a large number of entries
across all divisions from more than 10 countries and regions. Based on the main theme of rare and precious
plants, many of these artworks offer new perspectives on these special plants from around the world. These
spectacular artworks will be uploaded to our website after the ceremony to further enhance public awareness

and appreciation of plants worldwide.

At the ceremony titled “The New Milestone in the Ex-situ Conservation and School-based Education
Programme of Incense Trees” an innovative project on Incense Tree education and conservation will be
announced, marking an important milestone achieved through the collaboration and contributions of the
government, the university, and local schools. Under a new STEAM education programme organized by the
Shiu-Ying Hu Herbarium, School of Life Sciences, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, HKSYC & TA
Chan Nam Chong Memorial College has successfully propagated Incense Trees on its campus. With the
support of AFCD, the seedlings have, for the first time, been reintroduced into the countryside of Hong Kong.
This successful reintroduction not only supports the sustainability of wild Incense Tree populations but also
nurtures students’ values in nature conservation. Under the Incense Tree programme, several newly enrolled
student ambassadors have demonstrated remarkable enthusiasm and achievement. They will be presented with

certificates in recognition of their valuable efforts in the education and conservation of Incense Trees.
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All programmes and activities of the upcoming Shiu-Ying Hu Day highlight the added value of research,
artworks, and school-based education programmes in the conservation of rare and precious plants. The
achievements and contributions of all parties have paved a new direction for nature conservation and education
in Hong Kong. We sincerely invite you to join us in witnessing this significant moment of achievement and

celebration on Shiu-Ying Hu Day.

Date: 23 May 2026 (Saturday)
Time: 1:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Venue: LT1A, 1/F, Cheng Yu Tung Building, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Language: Cantonese (simultaneous English interpretation will be provided)

Details and registration: Registration link

Places for this event are limited. Early registration is recommended. For details, please refer to the event poster

and webpage. Participation from all sectors is warmly welcome.

Attachment: Event poster
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