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[Newsletter No. 14] 15 July 2026

Shiu-Ying Hu Herbarium Launching an INlustrated Guide to Rare and Endangered Plants

Preserving the Everlasting Biography for Hong Kong's Native Plants

[15 July 2026, Hong Kong] Botanical Illustrated Guide to Hong Kong Native Plants (Volume III): Rare and
Endangered Plants ( “illustrated book” ) is officially launched today by Shiu-Ying Hu Herbarium, School of Life
Sciences, The Chinese University of Hong Kong ( “Shiu-Ying Hu Herbarium”™ ). With the generous sponsorship
of the Wu Jieh Yee Charitable Foundation and the great support of the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Department (AFCD), this illustrated book continues to honor the scientific spirit of the world-renowned botanist
Professor Shiu-Ying Hu, while upholding the meticulous precision and rigor of botanical illustration.

[Three Key Highlights of the Tllustrated Book]

Hong Kong's First STEAM Educational Material for Botanical Illustration
Introducing Hong Kong™ s first Botanical Illustrated Guide, which features both color illustrations and line
drawings, the illustrated book focuses on Hong Kong™ s native, rare and endangered plants, released by the Shiu-
Ying Hu Herbarium, serving as a STEAM educational resource for schools. The illustrated book promotes plant
taxonomy and botanical scientific illustration among teachers and students.

Building upon the tradition of the previous two volumes of the series of the Botanical Illustrated Guide to Hong
Kong Native Plants, this illustrated book seamlessly blends botanical science with art. Through detailed line
drawings, teachers and students can gain a thorough understanding of the botanical structures of 20 rare and
endangered plant species in Hong Kong, revealing structural details that remain beyond the reach of even high-
definition photography. The newly added color illustrations were produced with reference to the Royal Horticultural
Society (RHS) Colour Chart. This allows teachers and students to analyze plant colors and identify plant
characteristics through scientific measurement, significantly gaining a deeper understanding of plant taxonomy
through botanical illustration.

Botanical Illustration: A Bridge to the World of Botany

Plant taxonomy is by no means an unreachable discipline. In addition to exquisite botanical illustrations, the
illustrated book provides detailed annotations of plant anatomy and microscopic structures, helping plant enthusiasts
master academic terminology in plant taxonomy.

By using this illustrated guide as a bridge, we hope to empower plant lovers to delve deeper into the world of
taxonomy through self-study, contributing together to the conservation of Hong Kong's native, rare and endangered
plants.
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An Authoritative Reference Guide for the Botanical Professionals

This 1llustrated book is the powerful collaboration between a botanist and botanical illustrators, resulting in a rare
and deeply profound reference work within the industry. The illustrations in this illustrated book were mainly
illustrated by two Botanical Illustrators, Ms Man-Ching Li, Jenny and Ms Ka-Y1 Wong, Mimi, with valuable
enrichments by Mr Ping Ma, a Senior Botanical Illustrator. Mr Ma was the main illustrator for the Flora of Inner
Mongolia. and Bryophyte Flora of Macao and has contributed to major botanical publications such as the Flora of
China and Flora of Hong Kong.

Each plant species account in this illustrated book includes a literature review, voucher plant specimens, botanical
illustrations with annotations, and Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) Images of pollen, which have been
authenticated by the Curator of Shiu-Ying Hu Herbarium, Dr David Tai-Wai Lau. Through collaboration between
botanists and botanical illustrators, we aim to create a comprehensive database of Hong Kong's native plants and
bridge the gap in their scientific documentation.

About New Publication Botanical Illustrated Guide to Hong Kong Native Plants (Volume III): Rare and
Endangered Plants

Author: David Tai-Wai Lau, Man-Ching Li & Ka-Y1 Wong

Publisher: The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press

Publishing Date: July 2026

ISBN: 978-988-237-406-5

Purchase Link: Click here
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